
ORDINANCE NO. 2019-0160

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 1 OF TITLE 8 OF CITY CODE,

STORM SHELTER REQUIREMENTS

WHEREAS, Section 1 of Chapter 1 of Title 8 of City Code adopts the document entitled
"International Building Code", 2015 Edition, as amended and published by the International Code
Council, and as further amended by Section 4 of Chapter 1 of Title 8 of City Code, as the Building
Code for the City of Muscatine, Iowa; and

WHEREAS, Section 423 of the 2015 edition of the International Building Code (IBC) requires the
construction of a storm shelter for group E occupancies and critical services; and

WHEREAS, The City of Muscatine recognizes nonlife-safety components of ICC-500, a component of
the IBC, triggered by Section 423 of the 2015 edition of the IBC impacts the feasibility of projects
without providing additional safety benefits to occupants of the storm shelters mandated by this
section; and

WHEREAS, The non life-safety components of ICC-500, can be removed without lessening the safety
of the occupants of the storm shelter and that doing so makes it easier to build in Muscatine
without sacrifice building quality or safety.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MUSCATINE, IOWA:

SECTION 1.

Title 8, Chapter 1, Section 4 of the City Code: Building Regulations, Building Code, Amendments

Section 4 of Chapter 1 of Title 8, is hereby amended to add a new Subsection C. The text of
Subsection C is as follows:

C. Storm Shelters

Section 423 shall be amended follows:

Section 423.4 is amended to read as follows: "Group E occupancies. In areas where the
shelter design wind speed for tornados is 250 MPH in accordance with Figure 304.2(1) of
ICC 500, all Group E occupancies with an aggregate occupant load of 50 or more, as
established under the International Building Code formula, shall have a storm shelter
constructed in accordance with ICC 500. The shelter of the Group E occupancy shall have an
occupant load of either of the applicable: (1) the total occupant load of the entire structure
when the structure is a new structure, or (2) the calculated occupant load of the square
footage added to an existing structure.














